MHSHL STATE TOURNEY

Warriors

wrap up

third

M Minus injured Hester,
Waterloo beats K.C.

in consolation, 2-1

By ROD PAYNE
Courigr Sports Writer

DAVENPORT — Head coach
Shawn Weinke and the rest of
the Waterloo Warriors showed
the classy side of high school
hockey Sunday, as they began
the third-place game of the
Midwest High School Hock-
ey League state tournament
against the Kansas City Junior
Stars a little short-handed.

As the puck was dropped,
there was an empty spot on
defense that would normally
be filled by Zach Hester. The
Cedar Falls senior left Satur-
day’s semifinal after he was
viciously checked into the
hoards from behind and taken
to the hospital with a separated
shoulder.

Hester could not suit up for
the game, but his teammates
honored their fallen teammate
and “held the rope,” leaving the
Quad City Sport Center with
the third-place trophy, thanks
to a 2-1 victory over the Junior
Stars,

“That was really thoughtful,
and I wish that I could have
been out there with them,”
Hester said. “I have had to sit
enough this year with my knee
injury, and not being out there
wasn't a good feeling. We actu-
ally should have been playing
for the championship.”

The Warriors' dream of a title
was erased by the Quad City
Blues on Saturday.

Sunday, the Warriors were
not going to let the Outlaws
take anything away.

“We have a saying around
her, ‘Hold the rope’,” Warriors
head coach Shawn Weinke
explained. “Hester has been
holding the rope for us all year,
and we just wanted to go out
there and hold the rope for him
one last time,

“We were very disappointed
about yesterday, and we got
punched in the mouth,” added
Weinke. “We talked about why
we are here and that we still
had to take care of business.
We had to show up and show
everyone we deserve to be
here and play with the big
boys.

See WARRIORS, page D4
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in,” Schutte said. ,” Weinke said.
o tell you the truth, 1 was Xt year, we willtake Do UERE SE 0
a little more excited to get out  that next step up and, shift and gave us
there and play hard after read- lichnchsid. we needed. They
ing what the Quad City coach rope just like
said about me. Sometimes the  the expectations are has done this year.
puck just doesn't bounce your » we will take that next step
way and, after the first period, Changing each year” ang, jike Mahncke said,
it was like I couldn’t even buy  gpawn Weinke expectations are changing
agoal.” year.”
Sonutte cashed in with the "oroseatcon As the final buzzer
me the Warriors held their
final period. high and received their
“I heard coach yelling at me, terday,” added Schutte. place medals. After the
and when I looked over, it  The had their sentation,
muudhvm:m work cut out for them as Kan- Dobes and hoisted
three of them, said. sas City turned up the heat. hardware high and
“Jake just kind of shoveled it The Jr unleashed their fans.
over to me, and [ knew I could a furious attack on Warriors of the
deke this guy, and I just made goalie Brian Dobes, but Dobes were recognized for
the shot.” turned them away. achievement at the close
Junior sand-  With Waterloo already a few the tournament. Waterloo
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